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New Statesman
"Family Secrets
is not only a
poignant
personal memoir,
it is also an
exemplary act of
engaged cultural
criticism. An
influential
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culture, ‘a
prominent
feminist critic,
an-imaginative
analyst of
autobiographical
and photographic
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dissecting film
and other images
in books such as
Women's Pictures
and The Power of
the Image. In
Family Secrets,
she turns her
attention to the
deconstruction
of pictures
closer to home--
photographs from

her own
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childhood and
images from her
shared
ethnographic
past--to trace a
trajectory from
personal to
collective acts
of memory.
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theorist of
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dissecting film
and other images
in books such as
Women's Pictures
and The Power of
the Image.
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by “‘Annette Kuhn
I've been
reading Family
Secrets: Acts of
Memory and
Imagination, a
memoir by
British film
scholar Annette
Kuhn
(1995/2002). A
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blend of
cultural
criticism and
cultural
production that
engages both the
psychic and the
social, the
hybrid text
brings together
a series of
autobiographical
case histories

that use private
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and public
images. from
Kuhn’s past as
prompts- for
“memory work,”
which Kuhn
defines as
method and a
practice of
unearthing and
making public
untold stories”
(9-10).
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